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The High Political Council's initial of for to to re- 
vitalize tho Cambodian military in making little head- 
way. On 16 May, Major General Sak Sutnakan turned 
down tho council's offer of tho post of chief of ataff 
of tho army. Gak, one of the more competent nonior of- 
ficers, asked inntead to be named ambaoaador to Went 
Gormany. Gonoral Fornandcz, v;ho reportedly is in line 
for the now pont of commander in chief of the armed 
forces, will continue aa army chief of staff while tho 
search continues . Meanwhile, tho High Political Coun- 
cil mooting scheduled for 18 May h as been canceled at 
tho request of President bon Nol, I 
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The number of clashes and minor aheliinqs con- 
tinued to decline during tho period 10-17 May. The 
moat significant incident reported occurred south- 
east of Pakso whore a Lao Army company wao involved 
in a oorioa of skirmishes with a Communist unit. 
Patriot Lao troops in tho Khong Sodono area north of 
Pakso told villager a that North Viotnamooe units 
have boon ordered to withdraw from the area by 18 May 


Ncaotiatovo to Sam Naua 


Two senior Lao Communist negotiators left Vien- 
na™ for Lao Communist headquarters at Sam Neua on 

;L May ‘* n hey P rasumab ly will participate in discus- 
sions of Prime Minister Souvanna's latest peace pro- 
posals while awaiting word of the results of the 

ina Pn?Lf e r tWOen ° r ' K * ssin 9° r a ^d Le Due Tho . Rank- 
f ^ao en voy Phoumi Vongvichit, however, re- 
mains behind in the Laotian capital continuing his 
frequent meetings w ith government representatives. 
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